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By Elin Christianson 
Hobart Historical Society 


The two buildings on the east corners of 
Main and Third streets are the long-time 
anchors of Hobart's downtown business 
district. The Roper/American Trust & Savings 
building, on the left, has been rated Outstand- 
ing and the First State Bank building, on the 
right, has been rated Notable in a county-wide 
survey of historic buildings. 

The survey was conducted by architectural 
historians from the Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana (HLFI). Properties 
are rated Outstanding, Notable, Contributing 
or Non-Contributing based on their historical 
significance, architectural merit, environment 
and architectural integrity. 

The survey notes that financial institutions 
in the early twentieth century often used 
limestone and classical details in their build- 
ings to project a solid, conservative image 
and that the Neoclassical facades of these 
two buildings follow this tradition. 

The Roper/ATS Building 

The Roper/ATS building, whose outstand- 
ing rating is the highest granted by the 
survey, was constructed in 1890 by local 
businessman James Roper. The architect was 
Seward Lightner, another prominent local 
businessman and civic official. The original 
building, enormous for its time and still 
large for Hobart today, had 14 rooms, 2 large 
stores and a business basement. Construction 
features included plate glass windows, a 
costly feature at the time, and iron casting 


girders nranufactured atthe Hobart Foundry" 


Its original exterior was bric® with pressed 
metal cornices and window hoods, The 
building gained its current limestone Neo- 
classical facade in 1926 when it was the 
home of the American Trust & Savings 
Bank. At that time, the facade was extended 
along Third Street to the alley, incorporating 
a separate building, constructed in 1926. 

As one of Hobart's major commercial 
buildings, the Roper/ATS building has housed 
a good share of Hobart's business history. 
The original "anchor tenant" was the Roper 
meat market. Carstensen's meat market was 
also located there before building its own 
building farther down Main Street. 

Banks and savings institutions have also 
been major tenants. The American Trust & 


oer Pack bend + prreEoow 


Progress andtistory Edition 


AY TA AATITOTION 
INDIANA COLLEC di 


Mota -- Kr story 


Local businesses profiled 


Two historic businesses anchored downtown 


Savings Bank, established in 1912, gave the 
building its new facade. The facade, however, 
has lasted longer than the bank. ATS was 
absorbed by its neighbor, the First State 
Bank, in 1930. Hobart Federal Savings & 
Loan also occupied the building, from 1949 
to 1960. 

Other Hobart businesses located in the 
building at one time or another include 
Herman Pflughoeft's Hobart Undertaking 
(1915); the Gary-Hobart Traction Company 
(1918) and Baumer's Bakery retail outlet 
(1927-31). The building also had its share of 
saloons although during the dry years; Pete 
Bates operated a candy kitchen there. The 
storefronts and second floor offices have 
also housed many business an professional 
offices, including the Peddicord law office 
which located there in 1927. 


First State Bank See 
The First State Bank building, rated Notable 
in the survey, dates from 1888. The original 
owner and builder was George Stocker, who 


built many of the commercial buildings on 
Main and Third streets, include the Stratton 
(now the Finan) building. Its original facade 
was brick with the pressed metal cornices 
and window hoods popular in Hobart at the 
time. 

The First State Bank, organized in 1899, 
bought the building in 1902 and gave it its 
Neoclassical limestone facade in 1922. Gary 
National Bank bought First State Bank in 
1945 and occupied the space until its move 
to the Hobart mill site. 

Like its neighbor across the street, the 
First State Bank housed its share of Hobart 
businesses and professional offices. Some of 
the major tenants included Scheidt & Keil- 
man's BeeHive, a department store; Hobart's 


* first telephone exchange, and the Royal Blue 


grocery, which had succession of owners, 
including Marshall Parry, Leonard Blair, 
and Hobart Fetterer. 

Although shopping malls.and commercial 
developments in other parts of Hobart have 
drawn some businesses away from Hobart's 


This postcard view, taken around 1924, shows the Roper/American Trust & Savings and First National Bank buildings on 


historic business district, Hobart's small town 
environment still attracts businesses and 
shoppers to its downtown area, in which 
these two buildings have had a significant 
presence for over one hundred years. 
Historic Sites and 
Structures Inventory 

The Lake County Historic Sites and Struc- 
tures Inventory was conducted by the Historic 
Landmarks Foundation of Indiana- for the 
State's Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology (DHPA). It is part of a continuing 
program for a comprehensive statewide 
survey of historic properties. Data collected 
in the survey is on file with the DHPA and is 
used for environmental impact reviews as 
well as for other programs designed to protect 
and promote the state's cultural resources. 

HLFI will publish a summary report of the 
Lake County survey, including Hobart, in 
late spring 1966. More information on the 
survey and the report can be obtained from 
the Hobart Historical Society, 706 E. Fourth 
Street. 


the east side of Main street at Third. Both buildings date from the 1890s. Both buildings have been given high ratings in a 
country-wide historic preservation survey. While the First National Bank building has been given its new, Neoclassical stone 


facade in this picture, the Roper/ATS building retains its orig. 
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inal nineteenth century appearance. (Photo courtesy Hobart 


Late ‘60s saw changes, new growth in Hobart 


By Elin Christianson | 
Hobart Historica! Society 


In 1969, Hobart was undergoing many 
changes as businesses expanded, civic im- 
provements were added, and citizens planned 
for the future even as they accomplished 
earlier goals. 

Hobart’s preliminary assessed valuation 
for 1969 was set at $22,365,400, an increase of 
over $800,000 over the previous year. A new 
city hall graced one end of Main Street, while 
the new Hobart public library had been con- 
structed on Lot No. 1 at the north end of Main 
Street. ci 

Businesses grow, expand 

The Hobart Development Corporation, 

formed two years earlier to assist in making 
_ downtown Hobart more attractive, had al- 
' ready improved the former American Trust 
- & Savings building at Third and Main for the 
| Jewel Shop. In 1969, remodeling of the ex- 
| terior of the former Express Auto at Fourth 
_ and Center to its present Tudor facade for 
_ Epperson’s Furniture and construction of 
» Kellen’s flower shop were underway. 
_ The spring saw completion and opening of 
_ WiseWay and Ribordy’s in a new shopping 
center on Old Ridge Road. On the south end 
_ of town, Drs. Phillips and Wylie were con- 
» structing a new office building. Hobart Fed- 
"eral Savings & Loan, celebrating its 35th an- 
| niversary, razed buildings along Center 


Street for its parking lot. Additions were 
made at the First Methodist and Evergreen 
Baptist churches and the New Hope Baptist 
Church broke ground for its new Hobart 
building. St. Sava’s Hall opened, and local 
groups welcomed its banquet facilities. 

A row of apartments was built on Cleveland 
Avenue, just east of Michigan, and ground- 
breaking for Amber Lake Apartments came 
in the fall. A hospital was proposed for Route 
51 south of Tenth Street. 

Civic pride 

Beautifying the city was on many minds. 
Led by the Hobart Beautification Commis- 
sion, many civic groups adopted city im- 
provement projects. Among them was the 
Hobart Youth Council, which raised money 
to pave the basketball courts behind the 
junior high school. The efforts paid off when 
Hobart won a national award for its clean-up, 
paint-up, fix-up projects. 

School expands 

Hobart schools were expanding again. In 
August, an addition to the high school opened 
with classroom and cafeteria space. The 
year 1969 also marked the retirement of 
Maran Webster, who had taught at Roosevelt 
and Foreman for 28 years and Caroline Mc- 
Keel, who had been at Foreman for 12 years. 
The stage band was organized under the 
direction of the newly appointed high school 
band director, Ray Grivetti. e 


State-wide school reorganization, which 
had been in the works for a number of years, 
finally resulted in Hobart being granted 
status as a single corporation. Low assessed 
valuation had led state officials to push com- 
bining Hobart, Hobart Township, and East 
Gary into a single district, but Hobart’s valu- 
ation finally rose enough for it to qualify on 
its own. School officials and citizens who had 
worked on reorganization for so many years 
breathed a collective sigh of relief. 

Annexation? 

In mid-year, the Chamber of Commerce 
proposed that the city council take up the 
question of annexing the land south of Hobart 
to Winfield Township, Joanna Stafford, edi- 
tor of the Gazette, asked in an editorial ‘‘Do 
we in Hobart wish to control the development 
of our south and wish to keep from being 
boxed into an economic stalemate?” 

Solid waste disposal problems loomed, too, 
with the city dump (the old clay pit on Old 
Ridge Road) projected to be filled within two 
years. 

The police department added two clerks, 
Shirley Pope and Delores Ewing, to help with 
communications and paper work. 

Planning for the future 

Forward Thrust was the name given to the 
citizens’ planning group which was being 
formed to discuss Hobart’s goals and plans of 
the future. Two of the topics to be studied 


when the groups got underway the following 
year were annexation and the effect of Beth- 
lehem Steel's expansion on housing develop- 
ment in Hobart. 
National events 

As had happened 25 and 50 years earlier, 
the Gazette carried news of Hobart soldiers 
at war. This time it was Vietnam. Among 
those who lost their lives were Air Force 
Commander Donald E. Erwin, lost over North 
Vietnam; Army Major Frederick Ahigrim, 
and Specialist James Ralph, killed in the 
battle for Hamburger Hill. 

Civic groups 

The Hobart Jaycees won a first place award 
from the Jaycees for their civic activities. 
The American Legion celebrated its 50th an- 


-niversary, and the Hobart Lions Club cele- 


brated its 40th. Over on Fourth Street, the 
former: public library building had been 
purchased by the Hobart Historical Society, 
renovated with the assistance of the Marine 
Corps Reserve, and opened as a museum. 


Calling all people news! 

Send your people news (awards, 
promotions, titles, job changes, mili- 
tary honors, college news) to this 
newspaper at 3161 E. 84th Place, 
Merriliville IN 46410. 


HG 


-Public-private partnership 
boosts downtown preservation 


HG 


By Steve Euvino 


The Hobart Park Board plans to forge 
ahead with a revised five-year master plan. 
It has to. The current plan expired last De- 
cember. Without such a plan, the park de- 
partment cannot apply for grants or other 
available dollars, 

Park Supt. Mike Ellis reported Feb. 12 
that the deadline for submitting the 1996 
master plan to the Indiana Dept. of Natural 
Resources is June 1. If approved, the master 
plan would pave the way for Hobart parks to 
apply for funds in 1997. 

To that end the park board has slated public 
meetings on input into the master plan at its 
regular meetings on March 11 and April 8 
(both are Mondays) at 7:30 p.m. A final 
hearing on the master plan will be held in 


Time to retire 


Fellow Hobart city employees and friends turned 
out Feb. 9 to honor Rich Majewski, who retired 
from the public works department after 15 years of 
service. Majewski and his wife Margaret were 
feted at at the Community Center. Majewski, an 
avid Hooiser Lottery player, paused with his wife 
in front of a board covered with his “investments.” 


Indiana's downtown 


May. 

The park department is also in the process 
of distributing surveys on the city parks 
system. This distribution will be through city 
hall, the schools, and local media. These 
rr are due back at city hall by March 

The surveys are also part of the master 
plan preparation program. 

Both Ellis and Park Board President Jerry 
Quillen cited the need for a master plan, as 
wellasa sense of direction for the department. 

Quillen noted that under the previous ad- 
ministration the city was without a parks chief 
for a number of months. No work was done 
last year on the master plan. 

Also, Quillen cautioned, the park depart-. 
ment is gaining new land through donations 
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Park board gets serious about a new master plan 


and city requirements of developers to 
dedicate so much property for park use. 
Quillen estimated that in recent months the 
department has grown by as much as 27 acres. 

Atthe same time, the park budget has been 
cut, the board president added. Eliis noted 
thatthe park budget has grown over the years, 
butmuch of that money is earmarked for staff, 
benefits, and personal services, not park 
development. 

«Inarelated matter, the Northwest Indiana 
Rugby Football Club received permission 
from the board to again play its games on the 
field dedicated last year across from 
Lakefront Festival Park. 

Dean Ott, president of the local club, said 
his group has 35-40 members. Home games 
will be played on the following Saturdays: 


April 6 and 20, May 4 and 11,andJune1. All 


games start at 1 p.m. 

said his group was again willing to 
work with the park department to continue to 
develop the property, once the site of a gar- 
bage dump. 

The board also approved arequest by new 
member Brian Schwuchow to celebrate Ar- 
bor Day by the planting of trees. Schwuchow 
hopes to make a Hobart tradition of planting 
26 tulip trees (the state tree). 

Schwuchow is looking at planting trees 
that are 1.5-2 inches in diameter, meaning, 
he said, there would be an expense. 
Schwuchow said he would seek donations 
and also promised to pay for the first sapling. 

See--PARK--page 33 


LA-Z-BOY 
Eye-Catching Sofas 
At Unheard Of Savings! 


“Ilusion” 
Matching 64" loveseat. 
STARTING 


property owners may now 
have easier access to fund- 
ing for historic preservation 
and restoration projects, A 
public-private partnership 
to stimulate downtown 
revitalization throughout 
Indiana has developed the 
“Fund for Historic 
Downtowns,” a matching 
grant program that offsets 
the cost of restoration. 
“The Fund for Historic 
Downtowns will generate 
new interest in the revital- 
ization fo historic proper- 
ties and sites by lowering 
the cost of preliminary 
design and planning,” said 
Judy O’Bannon, chair of 
the Indiana Main Street 
Program and wife of Lt. 
Governor Frank O’Bannon. 
The Indiana Main Street 
Program, part of the 
Indiana Department of 
Commerce’s Tourism 
Development Division, is 
providing $100,000 toward 
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Income Tax Professionals Since 1932 és 


MELLON TAX SERVICE 


the new program, which 
will be administered by 
Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana. 


The fund offers up to 50 
percent of the total cost of 
the project, with a maxi- 
mum grand of $3,000 per 
project. Potential projects 
will be reviewed by a com- 
mittee of representatives 
from the Main Street 
Program, Historic 
Landmarks Foundation of 
Indiana, the Department of 


Natural Resources’ 
Division of — Historic 
Preservation and 


Archaeology, and _ the 
Indiana Arts Commission; 

The alliance was formed 
by these agencies to make 
policy for the Fund for 
Historic Downtowns; how- 
ever, the group will contin- 
ue to meet to discuss ways 
to streamline and cross-pro- 
mote grand programs man- 
aged by each agency. 


101 CENTER STREET 
HOBART, IN. 46342 
(219) 947-1660 


DF ee 


“Empress” La-Z-Boy 
Classics” recliner with 
a long pleated skirt. 


STARTING $379 


“Iilusion" The newest look in 
traditional style, this 86" living room 
sofa offers luxuriously cushioned 
comfort and expert tailoring. 


STARTING $6 49 


Save on the newest La-Z-Boy” 
sofas in a super selection of 
eye-catching styles & fabrics! 
One glance will tell you. These are the styles, the 
fabrics, the fashionable details that will draw more 

than one admiring glance. An array of designer-inspired 


sofas that don’t compromise an inch of comfort for 
good looks. Now at prices that are just as appealing. 


“Monterey” Charming California contemporary style, this $699 
of luxurious loose back pillows and softly pleated arms. 
STARTING AT 


overscaled 89” living room sofa uNvien hours of relaxing 
T 
“Heritage” This elegant 93” living room sota provides a 


‘ARTING AT 
“Festiva” 85" living room sofa with an abundance 

Classic invitation to relax with a gently curved camel back. $699 
STARTING AT 


CHARGE IT! 


Use Visa, MasterCard, Layaway 
Or Up To 36 Month Payment Plan 


mu 465-0545 — 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


1807 E. Lincolnway, Valparaiso 
2 Blocks North of Rt. 30 on Rt.2 & 
Lincolnway At The Miller Complex 


HOURS: Mon. Thurs. & Fri. 9-9 p.m, 
Tues., Wed., Sat. 9-5:30 p.m, © 
Sun. Woon-5 p.m 


